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The Commercial Moving Group (CMG) is the UK’s leading quality assured 
network of independent commercial movers.
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The deadline for submitting applications for the Commercial Mover of the Year (CMotY) 2017 falls this 
month. CMotY 2017 sponsor, Pluscrates, explains why it sees value in continuing its sponsorship of CMotY.

Pluscrates to sponsor CMotY 2017

Crate hire company Pluscrates gave a three-year 
commitment to sponsor the Commercial Mover of the 
Year (CMotY) award in 2013, 2014 and 2015. It 
continued that support in 2016 and is, once again, 
this year supporting CMotY.
    Managing Director John Mitchell says the company 
is “delighted to remain the sole sponsor of CMotY for 
2017.” CMotY, he says, provides a measure and a test 
of quality which is highly prized within the 
commercial relocation industry.
    The competition has always had an important role 
in differentiating the winning and shortlisted 
companies from their competitors. John says: 
“distinguishing has always, and remains, the most 
attractive and sustainable competitive position for any 
service sector business, and the delivery of ‘quality 
service’ plays a huge part in every business that seeks 
to differentiate its service from its competitors.” 
    He is certain that BAR Members will benefi t from 
taking part. “The question is not ‘why should BAR 
Members consider applying?’ but ‘why would BAR 
Members want to exclude themselves from 
applying?’”
    He adds: “The testimony, not only from past 
winners, but from all of those businesses that have 
applied and been shortlisted or earned certifi cates of 
merit, is evidence of the benefi t of taking part.”

    Clearly, Pluscrates sees merit in sponsoring the 
award commercially – and also on a more personal 
level. John explains the directors’ thinking on this: 
“Commercial sponsorship should always retain an 
element of return on investment and Pluscrates’ 
association with this quality award is partly that. 
There is also a personal element in Pluscrates’ 
support – one of mutual support and a feeling of 
loyalty to the trade association which has developed 
over many years.”
    This year the CMG made the decision there should 
be no cash prizes, which John believes was the right 
one. “I don’t think a £1,000 cash prize does anything 
to encourage participation in the competition and the 
accolade and marketing capital enjoyed by the winner 
far outweighs the cash prize.”
    John encourages those who are feeling confi dent of 
success to seek out the guidance notes, and feedback 
provided in the past by one of the CMotY judges, David 
Bunting, in R&S July 2016. John says: “As in the 
highest echelons of top fl ight sporting achievements, 
the margins can be very small and the insight he has 
provided could make all the difference to the most 
successful applicants.”
    And fi nally, John adds: “Pluscrates wishes the very 
best of luck to all entrants.”
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Apply now for CMotY 
2017! The deadline is 
5pm 27 January. 
Download the guidance 
and application form 
via the BAR website. 

Sponsored by:

Harrow Green is looking to work with other BAR 
Member companies to fulfi l its framework contract 
for providing removal, storage and specialist 
disposal services to the public sector via the YPO 
(Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation). 

Under the two-year Framework Agreement with 
YPO that ends in February 2018, Harrow Green is 
the sole ‘tier one’ supplier to a range of public 
sector organisations throughout the UK. These 
contracting authorities are right across the public 
sector and can include central government 
departments and their agencies, local authorities, 
the NHS and Health and Social Care for 
Northern Ireland. 

The Framework can also be used by registered 
charities, registered social landlords, the police and 
emergency services and higher education. Harrow 
Green achieved tier one status through a public 
procurement tendering exercise.

BAR Members only
The company acts as a single point interface 
between contracting authorities and tier two 
suppliers. The Agreement stipulates that tier two 
suppliers are restricted to only BAR Members.

Nigel Dews, Harrow Green’s Managing Director, 
said: “As their only ‘tier 1’ provider we have a 
responsibility under the contract to utilise BAR 
Members as ‘tier 2’ providers in the areas 
determined either by geography or service provision 
where we cannot self-deliver. Tier 2 providers are 
also necessary to help with demand and to support 
the local economy.” He added that as part of the 
company’s commitment to YPO, “we are keen to 

encourage and invite BAR Members to ‘sign up’ to 
become ‘tier 2’ providers.” BAR Members can apply 
via the Harrow Green website or the BAR website. 
Approval will include a site visit by Harrow Green 
and meeting to explain what it means to be a tier 2 
provider and the commitments expected from being 
part of the delivery of services under the YPO 
framework. Public sector customers benefi t 
substantially from the Framework Agreement, 
which gives access to a fl exible service allowing 
requirements to be changed at short notice. The 
service also offers social value benefi ts through the 
use of local subcontractors, and reuse programmes 
for donating to schools and charities.

Harrow Green seeks BAR Members to deliver on 
public contract

For more information, please see www.harrowgreen.com


